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Prophet Dawud (David) (as) 

Prophet DÁwÙd (as) was one of Allah's (SWT) principal 
prophets as he was sent down with a divine book, al-
ZabÙr (The Psalms). His name appears 16 times in the 
Holy Qu'ran. Like all other Prophets of Allah (SWT), 
Prophet DÁwÙd (as) was divinely protected from all sins. 
He possessed sublime character and has been praised in 
the Holy Qu'ran for being totally submissive to the will of 
Allah (SWT) despite enjoying special and unique 
bounties. Allah says: 

"And remember Our slave DÁwÙd (as) endued with 
power. Verily, he was ever oft-returning in all matters 

and in repentance (toward Allah). 

Verily, We made the mountains to glorify Our Praises 
with him in the evening and in the morning. And (so 

did) the birds assembled: all with him did turn (to 
Allah).  

We made his kingdom strong and gave him Al-Hikmah 
(Prophethood, etc.) and sound judgement in speech and 

decision.” (38:17-20) 

In this lesson we will discuss two stories from the life of 
Prophet DÁwÙd (as) and the relevant morals from these 
stories. 

PROPHET DÀWØD & GOLIATH 

The Israelites who were believers and good doers were 
subject to severe torture and oppression by the 
enemies. Goliath, a solider from the enemy ranks was 
ferocious, known for his gigantic stature coupled with his 
swordsmanship and courage on the battlefield. Everyone 
would be terrified on seeing him.  Once, when the 
enemies confronted the Israelites, Goliath called for a 
challenge but everyone was scared. Prophet DÁwÙd (as) 

 

 

  

     Objectives 

   Student should: 

• Be introduced to Prophet DÁwÙd (as) as a sinless prophet of 
Allah (SWT) 

• Discuss the story of David and Goliath 
• Discuss the justice of Prophet DÁwÙd (as) 
• Discuss the importance of judging fairly between people 
• Understand that Islam encourages us to aid the process of 

justice  
• Discuss the implications of lack of justice in today’s world: 
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was only a young man at that time.  He stepped forward 
to challenge Goliath. Several people advised him 
otherwise but Prophet DÁwÙd (as) placed all his trust in 
Allah (SWT) and marched on. When Goliath set his eyes 
on the young man who looked like a boy, he laughed 
loudly and roared: ‘Are you out to play war with one of 
your playmates, or are you tired of your life? I will simply 
cut off your head with one swipe of my sword!’ 

Prophet DÁwÙd (as) shouted back: ‘You may have 
armour, shield and sword, but I face you in the name of 
Allah, the Lord of the Israelites, whose laws you have 
mocked. Today you will see that it is not the sword that 
kills but the will and power of Allah!’ 

So saying, Prophet DÁwÙd (as) took his sling and placed 
in it a pebble from his pouch. He swung and aimed it at 
Goliath. The pebble shot from the whirling sling with the 
speed of an arrow and hit Goliath's head with great 
force. Blood gushed out and Goliath thumped to the 
ground, lifeless!  

When the rest of his men saw their mighty hero slain, 
they began to flee. The Israelites followed in pursuit of 
them, taking revenge for their years of suffering at the 
hands of their enemy. They had now regained 
their honour by becoming victorious. Allah (SWT) says in 
the Holy Qur’an: 

"So they routed them by Allah's Leave and DÁwÙd (as) 
killed Goliath and Allah gave him Power and Wisdom, 

and taught him of that which He willed…” (2:251) 

We learn from the above story that whosoever is a 
good-doer and places his trust in Allah (SWT) will 
eventually be victorious over the enemies even though 
he may be weak in terms of physical strength or arms.  
This divine law has manifested itself throughout history, 
including very recently in the 2006 war between Israel 
and the Resistance forces in Lebanon.  

PROPHET DÀWØD AS A JUDGE 

One day, Prophet DÁwÙd (as) was praying in his prayer 
niche and ordered his guards not to allow anyone to 
interrupt him, but two men managed to enter and 
disturb him. 

"Who are you?" he asked.  

One of the men said: 

 

"Do not be frightened. We have a dispute and have 
come for your judgment.  

Prophet DÁwÙd (as) said: 

"What is it?" 

The first man said:  

 “This is my brother, he has ninety-nine sheep, and I 
have one and he is strongly demanding that I hand over 
mine to him" 

Without listening to the other brother, Prophet DÁwÙd 
(as) blamed him for demanding the one sheep. As soon 
as he did so, he realised that Allah (SWT) had put tested 
him and that he had made a mistake. Instead of listening 
to only one party, he should have listened to both sides 
of the story before passing a judgment. 

The Prophet (saw) also advises in regards to this 
situation: 

 “When two people bring a case against each other before 
you to be judged, do not judge the first before you hear 
out the second. If you adhere to this, the judgment will 

become clear for you.”i 

Prophet DÁwÙd (as) immediately sought forgiveness 
from Allah (SWT) and regretted his haste. The Holy 
Quran says  

“O DÁwÙd, Verily! We have placed you as a successor on 
earth, so judge you between men in truth (and justice) 
and follow not your desire for it will mislead you from 

the Path of Allah.” (38:26) 

Prophet DÁwÙd (as) brought the brothers back and 
atoned for his error. He was generally a very just and 
wise king and Prophet, who maintained justice among 
his people, as did his son Solomon (as) after him.  

PRINCIPLES OF MAKING A JUDGEMENT 

Islam places a lot of emphasis on fair judgment. This 
issue is discussed in many places in the Holy Qur’an. We 
are expected to follow the below principle if we are ever 
required to make a judgment: 

• Do not hasten or hurry in issuing a judgment 
about people or between them.  



• Before making a judgment ensure that you have 
full knowledge about the whole story or 
problem. 

• Ensure that the source or witness providing the 
information is reliable and trustworthy. 

• Ensure to judge based on the truth even if it may 
go against your own personal desires or 
interests 

• Do not pass judgments while in a disturbed 
emotional state such as being angry. 

Imam ‘Ali (as), said to ShurayÎ, a judge of that time: 

“Do not whisper to anyone in your court, and if you get 
angry leave, but do not judge whilst you are angry.”ii 

SOCIAL JUSTICE IN ISLAM 

Judging fairly between people is one example of 
establishing social justice. Islam is a religion built on the 
pillars of justice and all Muslims must live their lives on 
its principles. While social justice is apparent only on a 
societal level as the name suggests, its foundation lies in 
each and every individual within that society upholding 
justice e.g. speaking the truth, being non-discriminative 
and standing up to any form of oppression.  

Seeking justice is a natural thing inherent in all human 
beings. Take an example of a child who kept his apple 
with you. After a while he comes back and he finds that 
you have eaten a small portion of it. He becomes 
displeased and looks at you with an accusing eye as if he 
is saying that you are guilty of a breach of trust. Even a 
child knows about injustice even though he may not tell 
you so with his tongue.  

Unfortunately, because people fall prey to his personal 
whims and desires, they taint and corrupt this pure 
innate disposition. There is hardly any society which 
does not talk of truthfulness, justice and rational laws. 
Nor there is any regime which does not claim to uphold 
the people's rights and welfare.  

However even a superficial look at the state of their 
affairs would reveal that their poor state is a result of 
rampant corruption, deceit and hypocrisy both in their 
domestic and foreign affairs. We have seen in recent 
years huge protests in several countries against the 
injustice and corruption of their leadership. 

We also see huge injustice on a global scale. Some 
countries have attained wealth, power and prestige, and 
they use these to take advantage of poorer, struggling 
countries. They invade them, take their resources or 
punish them economically, simply to further their own 
interests. 

Another example of injustice is the double-standard that 
exists in our world. ‘Western’ countries allow 
themselves certain rights, while they deny these rights 
to other countries.  

 To avoid such a predicament, if we are ever in a position 
of leadership, we must base all our actions on the 
Islamic teachings and follow closely the lives of the 
Prophets whose main mission was to establish justice on 
earth. Furthermore, we should always stand up for 
justice and oppose injustice wherever it may be 
happening in the world. We can do this by spreading the 
word about injustice to friends and family, by protesting 
or through other forms of activism.  

“Indeed We have sent Our Messengers with clear proofs, 
and revealed with them the Scripture and the Balance 

(justice) that mankind may keep up justice” (57:25) 

Review Questions 

Q1. From the story of Prophet David & Goliath, 
what is the most important lesson that can be 
derived? 

a. Trust in Allah (SWT) is the key to victory 
however difficult the circumstances may be. 

b. Proper planning and strategic moves are the key 
to defeating a powerful enemy 

c. The Israelites will always be victorious in any 
confrontation 

Q2. Social justice can be achieved if: 

a. The individuals comprising the society live along 
the principles of justice 

b. People judge fairly, speak the truth and stand up 
against oppression is practiced 

c. Both a and b 

 



i al-Faqih, v. 3, p. 13, no. 3238 

ii al-Kafi, v. 7, p. 413, no. 5 
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